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COMMUNITY THEATRE?

People have been at-
tending plays and mu-
sicals since theater first
began in Italy in 1585.
The Globe Theatre in
England, which host-
ed Shakespeare’s plays,
opened in 1599. In the
United States, theater
performances have been
documented as early as
1850.

People have always
enjoyed the excitement
of watching live the-
ater, both amateur and
professional, which ex-
plains why it has en-
dured for centuries.

We've all heard of
Hamilton, Wicked, Phan-
tom of the Opera, and
Lion King The Musical.
These shows were all
made popular by being
featured on Broadway
in New York City.

The  theaters on
Broadway are all pro-
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fessional theaters. This
means that the actors,
and everyone involved,
are paid to put on these
shows. Essentially, it is
their job to be involved
in these shows.

Most other theaters,
like the Main StreetThe-
atre-home of Prescott
Valley Performing Arts
in Prescott Valley, are
called community the-
aters.

Another way to de-
scribe this type is ama-
teur theater. This means
that, in most cases, the
cast and crew are vol-
unteers and do not get
paid to perform shows.

Performances usual-
ly only run two to three
weekends instead of
years. Also, if a show
is being performed at
a professional theater,
community  theaters
cannot also perform the

show. That is why you
do not see local theaters
performing shows like
Hamilton and Wicked.

Even though it is un-
known when and how
we will be able to have
live audiences enjoying
a night at the theater,
we do know that it will
return in the future.

Fortunately, our com-
munity has many op-
tions for attending,
performing, and volun-
teering in amateur the-
ater. One such option
is the Main Street The-
atre, which is currently
being built in Prescott
Valley on Main Street
next to Findlay Toyo-
ta Center. They will be
performing Main Stage,
Family, Teen, and Chil-
dren’s theatre.

Visit prescottvalleyper-
formingarts.org for more
information.




